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that we have to take our time on. I say 
that knowing that when we say ‘‘take 
our time,’’ we just need to be delib-
erate, but we need to move. This is not 
something that needs to drag on. This 
is not something through which the 
American public needs to be dragged 
over the course of too long a period of 
time. This can be determined. 

If you look at that whistleblower 
complaint that was filed, this is some-
thing that should easily be able to be 
done in a relatively short period of 
time if the administration will cooper-
ate and if we get that instead of the 
stonewalling that we have seen in the 
past. 

Cooperate with us. Do your job. Do 
your duty and let us do ours. That is 
all that we ask. That is all that any-
body should ever ask of anyone in this 
body or anyone in the House of Rep-
resentatives. Let us do our job. 

We are about to leave this place for a 
couple of weeks. The House is leaving, 
though they may still do a little work. 
We are going to be leaving for 2 weeks. 
We are going back home to our States. 
We are going to be talking to the 
media. We are going to be talking to 
constituents. I guarantee you that 
when I go back to Alabama, a lot of 
people will have already made up their 
minds. When I go to a townhall or 
whatever, they will have made up their 
minds without any facts. They make 
up their mind based on the media. 

My friends in the media need to pay 
attention too. Don’t ask me whether or 
not this is going to affect my election 
in 2020. Don’t ask me if it is going to 
affect Joe Biden or Donald Trump, or 
ask me if it is going to affect the Presi-
dential race. Ask me about what is 
going to happen to the Constitution 
and what is going to happen to the rule 
of law. Let’s talk about the seriousness 
of what we have and not the politics of 
it, for goodness’ sake. 

But every time I turn around, when I 
walk out of these doors, the first thing 
they are going to ask me is this: How 
do you think this is going to affect 
your race? 

That is not my job. That is not my 
oath. That is not my duty. If we put 
our fingers to the political winds with 
everything we do in this body, we may 
as well not be here. We should not be 
able to live with ourselves. Unfortu-
nately, I think so many people do that. 
I am hoping that in this day, in this 
time, in these troubled waters we are 
about to embark on, people will see 
that higher calling and that they will 
once again return to that time and 
that place when this Senate was a de-
liberative body and not a knee-jerk re-
action to a particular program or nom-
ination or whatever that comes before 
it. We will return to the days of yester-
year where we actually deliberate and 
we talk amongst ourselves and we have 
a civil discussion about the important 
issues that we are faced with. I remem-
ber those days. I was here. I was sitting 
back there as a Senate staffer, watch-
ing those great debates and watching 

people change their minds on the floor 
of the Senate because of the debate 
that someone gave and someone per-
suaded him. We don’t have those any 
more. Look around right now. We are 
all gone, except those people around 
here listening to me, and I have staff 
here. But we don’t have those debates 
any more. We don’t have those delib-
erations any more. We are going to 
have to now. We are going to have to 
because the Republic depends on it. 
The fate of this country will depend on 
it. We are so divided in this country 
right now. We are living in what Ar-
thur Brooks has called that ‘‘culture of 
contempt,’’ where we don’t necessarily 
just disagree with each other. We hold 
each other in contempt if we disagree 
with each other. 

We have to change that, folks. We 
have to get back. We have to change 
that. We have to make sure people un-
derstand their roles and their duties. 
We have to make sure that for this 
country to progress and for this coun-
try to survive, we have to work to-
gether. 

We have to be one America. We can’t 
be so divided. That is exactly what our 
enemies have been trying to do to us 
for centuries. For two centuries or 
more, they have wanted to divide us, 
and they came close during the Civil 
War. They are going to come close now 
if we are not careful. If we don’t stop 
folks on both sides of the aisle from 
continuing to pull us into our corners 
but rather start pulling people back to 
where we can have these discussions, 
we will be in trouble. 

As we go forward and as we go into 
this recess, I hope all of my colleagues 
will remember their oaths. I hope peo-
ple will remember what they said when 
they stood right over there and the 
Vice President of the United States 
asked them to raise their right hands 
and say: ‘‘I do solemnly swear that I 
will support and defend the Constitu-
tion of the United States against all 
enemies, foreign and domestic.’’ 

We took an oath to support the Con-
stitution. We didn’t take an oath to 
support the President of the United 
States. We didn’t take an oath to sup-
port the Republican Party. We didn’t 
take an oath to support the Demo-
cratic Party. We took an oath to de-
fend the Constitution of the United 
States against all enemies, foreign and 
domestic. That is an important part 
that our Framers put in the Constitu-
tion, ‘‘foreign and domestic.’’ 

We said we would take this obliga-
tion freely without any mental res-
ervation or purpose of evasion. We can-
not evade. We took an oath not to 
evade while we were here—that is not 
what we do—and to well and faithfully 
discharge the duties of the office on 
which we entered. 

Our duties to this office are to be 
fair, to be impartial, and to be delib-
erative, not political. Our duties to 
this office are to our constituents and 
to do the very best we can to make 
sure we analyze whatever is in front of 

us because history will judge us. It will 
determine whether or not we acted 
with courage and conviction or wheth-
er we just simply tested the political 
winds as some people are already 
doing. 

Often in my talks around the country 
and in some even here, I like to quote 
one of my favorite characters from lit-
erature, Atticus Finch. Atticus Finch 
gave an impassioned closing argument 
to a jury he knew was not likely to 
give him the verdict he sought. He laid 
out a case in defense of Tom Robinson, 
a Black man who was accused of raping 
a White woman. In that defense, he 
went through the facts. Everybody who 
has ever read the book and everybody 
who has ever watched the movie knows 
Tom Robinson was innocent, but 
Atticus Finch knew that the likelihood 
of the jury’s finding that man innocent 
was slim and none. 

At the end of that closing argument, 
he talked about the solemn duty, the 
solemn obligation, that the jurors had 
to the system. He talked about the jus-
tice system and the courts and the ju-
rors being the great levelers of society, 
where the pauper and the rich man 
were the same in the eyes of the law. 
He talked about the duty they had to 
fairly and impartially judge the facts. 

Just before he sat down—and you 
could see it and feel it, and if you were 
to read the book, you could feel that 
Atticus knew what was going to hap-
pen—he looked that jury in the eye and 
said: ‘‘[Gentlemen], in the name of 
God, do your duty.’’ 

Ladies and gentlemen and colleagues, 
in the name of God, we have to do our 
duty. We have to do our duty. We have 
to make sure we fulfill our oaths and 
not be concerned about how many 
votes it might get us or how many 
votes we might lose. Whether we know 
the outcome or not, whether we get 
pressure from Assad or not, whether or 
not there are millions of dollars spent 
on TV and in radio so as to tell us to 
vote a certain way, we have to fulfill 
that solemn obligation. In the name of 
God, we should do our duty and noth-
ing less. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the en bloc consider-
ation of the following nominations: Ex-
ecutive Calendar Nos. 446, 447, 448, and 
449. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the nomina-
tions en bloc. 
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The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nominations of W. Stephen 
Muldrow, of Puerto Rico, to be United 
States Attorney for the District of 
Puerto Rico for the term of four years; 
Michael D. Baughman, of Pennsyl-
vania, to be United States Marshal for 
the Western District of Pennsylvania 
for the term of four years; Kerry Lee 
Pettingill, of Oklahoma, to be United 
States Marshal for the Eastern District 
of Oklahoma for the term of four years; 
Fernando L. G. Sablan, of Guam, to be 
United States Marshal for the District 
of Guam and concurrently United 
States Marshal for the District of the 
Northern Mariana Islands for the term 
of four years. 

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to 
consider the nominations en bloc. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate vote on the nominations en bloc 
with no intervening action or debate; 
that if confirmed, the motions to re-
consider be considered made and laid 
upon the table en bloc; that the Presi-
dent be immediately notified of the 
Senate’s action; that no further mo-
tions be in order; and that any state-
ments related to the nominations be 
printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Muldrow, 
Baughman, Pettingill, and Sablan 
nominations en bloc? 

The nominations were confirmed en 
bloc. 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of the 
following nomination: Executive Cal-
endar No. 423. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Ryan McCar-
thy, of Illinois, to be Secretary of the 
Army. 

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to 
consider the McCarthy nomination. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate vote on the nomination with no in-
tervening action or debate; that if con-
firmed, the motion to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table; that the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action; 
that no further motions be in order; 
and that any statements related to the 
nomination be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the McCarthy nom-
ination? 

The nomination was confirmed. 
f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the Sen-

ate proceed to the en bloc consider-
ation of the following nominations: Ex-
ecutive Calendar Nos. 398, 442, 443, 444, 
445, 455, and all nominations placed on 
the Secretary’s desk in the Foreign 
Service. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the nomina-
tions en bloc. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nominations of Lana J. 
Marks, of Florida, to be Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
the United States of America to the 
Republic of South Africa; John Leslie 
Carwile, of Maryland, a Career Member 
of the Senior Foreign Service, Class of 
Minister-Counselor, to be Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
the United States of America to the 
Republic of Latvia; Erin Elizabeth 
McKee, of California, a Career Member 
of the Senior Foreign Service, Class of 
Minister-Counselor, to be Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
the United States of America to the 
Independent State of Papua New Guin-
ea, and to serve concurrently and with-
out additional compensation as Ambas-
sador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of 
America to the Solomon Islands and 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of 
America to the Republic of Vanuatu; 
Anthony F. Godfrey, of Virginia, a Ca-
reer Member of the Senior Foreign 
Service, Class of Minister-Counselor, to 
be Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to the Republic of Serbia; 
Herro Mustafa, of California, a Career 
Member of the Senior Foreign Service, 
Class of Counselor, to be Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
the United States of America to the 
Republic of Bulgaria; Adam Seth 
Boehler, of Louisiana, to be Chief Exec-
utive Officer of the United States 
International Development Finance 
Corporation (New Position). 

FOREIGN SERVICE 
PN786 FOREIGN SERVICE nominations 

(12) beginning Melissa McInnis, and ending 
Marixell Garcia, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the 
Congressional Record of May 21, 2019. 

PN787–2 FOREIGN SERVICE nomination of 
Courtney L. Lacroix, which was received by 
the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record of May 21, 2019. 

PN1001 FOREIGN SERVICE nominations 
(204) beginning George Habib Abi-Nader, and 
ending Alexis Lyn Zintak, which nomina-
tions were received by the Senate and ap-
peared in the Congressional Record of July 
25, 2019. 

PN1002 FOREIGN SERVICE nomination of 
Cynthia K. Duerr, which was received by the 
Senate and appeared in the Congressional 
Record of July 25, 2019. 

PN1003 FOREIGN SERVICE nominations 
(6) beginning Jessica Abenstein, and ending 
David Waldron, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the 
Congressional Record of July 25, 2019. 

PN1004 FOREIGN SERVICE nominations 
(95) beginning Kendra Michelle Arbaiza- 
Sundal, and ending Jacqueline Leann Ward, 
which nominations were received by the Sen-

ate and appeared in the Congressional 
Record of July 25, 2019. 

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to 
consider the nominations en bloc. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate vote on the nominations en bloc 
with no intervening action or debate; 
that if confirmed, the motions to re-
consider be considered made and laid 
upon the table en bloc; that the Presi-
dent be immediately notified of the 
Senate’s action; that no further mo-
tions be in order; and that any state-
ments related to the nominations be 
printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Marks, Carwile, 
McKee, Godfrey, Mustafa, Boehler, and 
all nominations placed on the Sec-
retary’s desk in the Foreign Service, en 
bloc? 

The nominations were confirmed en 
bloc. 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of Cal-
endar Nos. 424 through 440 and all 
nominations on the Secretary’s desk in 
the Air Force, Army, Marine Corps and 
Navy; that the nominations be con-
firmed, the motions to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table with no intervening action or de-
bate; that no further motions be in 
order; that any statements related to 
the nominations be printed in the 
RECORD; that the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action 
and the Senate then resume legislative 
session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The nominations, considered and 
confirmed, are as follows: 

IN THE ARMY 
The following named officer for appoint-

ment in the United States Army to the grade 
indicated under title 10, U.S.C., section 624: 

To be major general 

Brig. Gen. Douglas A. Sims, II 
The following named officers for appoint-

ment to the grade indicated in the United 
States Army under title 10, U.S.C., section 
624: 

To be brigadier general 

Col. Curtis A. Buzzard 
IN THE AIR FORCE 

The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the United States Air Force to the 
grade indicated under title 10, U.S.C., section 
9435: 

To be brigadier general 

Col. Linell A. Letendre 
IN THE ARMY 

The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the United States Army to the grade 
indicated while assigned to a position of im-
portance and responsibility under title 10, 
U.S.C., section 601: 

To be lieutenant general 

Lt. Gen. James H. Dickinson 
The following named officer for appoint-

ment in the Reserve of the Army to the 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 05:04 Sep 27, 2019 Jkt 089060 PO 00000 Frm 00024 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G26SE6.043 S26SEPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

B
B

X
C

H
B

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-12-18T18:23:19-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




